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FOREWORD

It's time to
turn the tide

This election gives Islanders the
opportunity to put Jersey back on
a path towards reaching its full
potential and restoring hope that a
happy and prosperous life can be
built here once again.

Jersey remains a wonderful place in so many
ways, but successive governments have led the
Island into decline, where the opportunities that
once defined life here feel more like a distant
memory than a reality today. For too many
people, the cost of housing, childcare, energy and
everyday living has raced ahead of wages, making
it harder each year to get by, let alone get ahead.

Our infrastructure has not been adequately
maintained, the economy has stagnated, and our
public finances have been driven to the brink of
ruin by successive generations of States Members
failing to govern effectively and prudently.
Hundreds of millions of pounds have been
squandered on aborted hospital projects, whilst
many of the services Islanders rely on have been
neglected. Many people have felt they had no
choice but to leave, believing their chances would
be better elsewhere.



Turning this around will not happen by repeating
the mistakes of the past. A government made up
of uncoordinated independents, operating in silos
without a shared vision for Jersey, will continue to
preside over managed decline.

Reform Jersey offers a different approach. We are
united around a clear programme for government,
with well-organised members and a proven record
of delivery. When given the opportunity, Reform
Jersey States Members have managed to deliver
positive change: taking action to tackle the housing
crisis, expanding free childcare, making primary
healthcare more affordable, and beginning the work
of building a fairer and more sustainable Island.

In this term of office, our key priorities will be to:

+ Address the cost of living

« Prepare Jersey for the challenges of the future
« Restore accountability to government

With a stronger mandate and more Reform
Jersey members elected, we can turn the tide,
end the managed decline, and deliver the Island
renewal that Jersey needs and deserves - one that
makes Jersey affordable to live in, resilient to the
challenges ahead, and fair for future generations.
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REFORM JERSEY

OUR
CONTRACT

Reform Jersey’s manifesto represents our
blueprint for our work programme if we are
elected to government. It is also our contract with
the public, setting the principles which will guide
our actions as we represent you in the States of
Jersey.
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For a fairer, stronger, more prosperous Jersey.




REFORM JERSEY STATES MEMBERS WILL:

NURTURE A STRONG AND RESILIENT ECONOMY

We will support Jersey’'s economy to generate prosperity that our whole
society can enjoy. All our industries must be supported, businesses
encouraged and innovation rewarded. We must be on the front foot to ensure
our economy is resilient to the challenges of the future, including climate
change, artificial intelligence and globalisation.

STAND FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

We will support and defend the diversity that makes Jersey special.
We will not engage in culture wars that seek to divide Islanders and
distract us from the real issues affecting our lives. Our focus will
always remain on fairness, dignity, and equal opportunity for all.

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT

We will preserve and enhance Jersey's natural environment and
valuing it as an asset that underpins our social and economic
wellbeing, rather than seeing it as an obstacle. Jersey’s countryside,
coastline, marine environment and urban areas must be protected
and nurtured to reach their potential, enhancing our quality of life,

PROMOTE TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

We will ensure that the government is accountable for its actions
and clear with the public about how it is acting on their behalf and
responsive to scrutiny. We will always seek to lead by example, to
promote greater confidence in our political system.

SUPPORT FISCAL PRUDENCE

We will ensure that taxpayers’ money is spent wisely and in the public
interest with due regard to economy, efficiency and effectiveness. We
believe that strong public services depend on sound public finances.
Every pound must be accounted for, so that we can invest in the
services and infrastructure that Islanders deserve.

DEFEND JERSEY'S AUTONOMY

We will protect Jersey’s right to shape its own future. Our self-
government gives us the power to choose what works best for our
Island. We will look outward, learn from what works elsewhere, and
apply it in ways that suit Jersey’'s own needs, heritage and laws.

REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026
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KEY
PLEDGES

On top of the broader
policies contained
within this manifesto,
we are committing

to eight pledges
which Reform Jersey
members will actively
pursue during this

term of office. Each

Refigrm

Jersey

Turning the Tide

INVEST IN
OUR
YOUNG PEOPLE

We will support providing the best possible
opportunities for young people to thrive and
enjoy happy lives in Jersey.

In particular, we will:

Deliver new youth and education facilities,
including new youth centres in town and Le
Squez, and a new Highlands College campus.

Complete the project to restore Fort Regent as
a leisure and entertainment venue.

Develop a package of incentives for young
people to stay in or return to Jersey after their
studies, including support for housing.

PROTECT
OUR
ENVIRONMENT

We will protect Jersey’s environment as a crucial
part of what makes our Island such a special
place.

We will:

Protect and enhance our urban and
countryside green spaces, and marine
environment in the upcoming Island Plan

Ensure a Yjust transition’ by supporting green
initiatives that ease the pressure of energy
costs and enhance our quality of life

Introduce a new Transport policy, incorporating
improved bus services, cycle routes, and active
transport infrastructure to make sustainable
travel easier and more accessible

For a fairer, stronger, more prosperous Jersey.



DEFEND
OUR
PENSIONERS

We will support every Islander to retire
with dignity and respect. Those who

have worked all their lives deserve to be
supported by their government to enjoy an
affordable and secure retirement. We will:

® Introduce an enhanced tax allowance for
pensioners, similar to the one that was
abolished under a previous government.

® Expand eligibility for the ‘Pension Plus’
scheme providing cheaper access to
doctors, opticians and dentists.

® Provide comfortable housing for
those looking to downsize in their
communities.

SUPPORT
JERSEY’S
BUSINESSES

We will create the conditions in which
Jersey’s businesses can grow, innovate
and contribute to a thriving economy.
Supporting small businesses and
emerging industries is vital for our
prosperity.

We will:

® Promote inward investment, with a
focus on the industries of the future,
digital and green jobs

® Scrap unnecessary red tape that places
undue burdens on businesses

® Improve government procurement
processes and prioritise local businesses
for government contracts

SUPPORT
OUR
FAMILIES

We will support making Jersey an easier
place to bring up a family. As a safe and
prosperous Island, all families here should
feel confident that they can build a secure
future. We will:

¢ Deliver hundreds of new family-sized
houses for first-time buyers and those
looking to upsize.

® Continue to expand support for
subsidised childcare so parents can
return to work when it is best for their
family and the upbringing of their
children.

® Introduce legislation on ‘Online Harms'
so families can have confidence that
their children can explore the digital
world safely.

REDUCE THE
COST OF
GOVERNMENT

We will get best value for money
for taxpayers, without resorting to

ideologically-motivated austerity measures.

As a political party, we can be more
efficient at delivering public services than
a government led by uncoordinated /
disparate independents.

We will:

Significantly reduce the use of
consultants by being politically decisive

Consolidate services and departments
where they are being delivered
inefficiently

® Fix the government’s IT infrastructure
that blocks departments from working
together

11 Every pledge in this manifesto is designed to be practical,

deliverable and affordable.

A NURTURE
PN OUR
)<<y COMMUNITIES

We will support all of Jersey’s communities
to flourish. Strong public services, a vibrant
voluntary sector, and an inclusive society
are all essential to the fabric of our Island.
We will:

® Deliver the new hospital and focus
on improving staff recruitment and
retention to reduce waiting lists

® Improve how government works with
and supports Jersey’s charities, including
by resolving longstanding funding
barriers.

® Implement Modern Day Slavery
legislation and enhance the rules around
work permits, so those coming to work in
Jersey can do so with dignity.

FIX JERSEY’S
TAX
SYSTEM

We will reform Jersey’s tax system. Bad
decisions made by previous governments
have created a tax system that is
regressive, overly complicated and does
not meet Jersey’'s needs.

We will:

Simplify Income Tax by reducing the
Marginal Rate and applying it to all
Islanders.

® Scrap the upper earnings caps in Social
Security Contributions and Long Term
Care charge.

® Work with Guernsey and the Isle of Man
to ensure our Corporate Tax systems
remain competitive and targeted
effectively.

These pledges are our
promise.
We will be judged by our
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Our Record

Since we were founded, Reform Jersey’s record has consistently been one
that sides with the interests of ordinary Islanders.

As a party that stands for social and We have shown ourselves to be
economic justice, we have used our effective and responsible leaders
voice in the States to promote these. through diligent Scrutiny work,
This has included principled opposition private members propositions or as
to the government when it has taken government ministers.

a regressive stance and taking on
government positions when the
conditions have been right to enable

progress.




During the last term of office, we have:

* Passed a new Residential Tenancy Law,
bringing about the biggest enhancements to
the rules governing our rental market in over
a decade.

« Abolished the fee for children and full-time
students to see a GP, whilst reducing the fee
for everyone and expanding ‘Pension Plus’
access to health services to more pensioners.

» Expanded free childcare by providing 15
hours of free care a week for children aged 2
to 3.

* Increased the pensioners’ Christmas bonus
after previous governments failed to raise it
in line with the cost of living.

* Raised the Minimum Wage, in conjunction
with a support package for businesses, to
ensure the best economic outcomes from
moving to the Living Wage.

We also expanded practical financial support for
Islanders facing risings costs, including targeted
measures to better support families, pensioners
and those under greatest pressure. Our work
also improved support for carers, vulnerable
households and families facing exceptional
hardship, ensuring government acts with greater
fairness and purpose.

» Extended the school meals programme to
all government fully funded primary schools.

» Developed legislation on whistle blowing,
to protect people who need to speak out in
their workplaces.

* Restored the reuse centre at La Colette.

* Increased the upper limit for compensation
awards at the Employment and
Discrimination Tribunal.

» Extended the young person’s bus pass to
full time students and apprentices.

* Relaxed controls for businesses and
enhanced list of licensed roles to support
people & businesses

Additionally, we brought propositions to the
States Assembly to fulfil many of our other
election commitments from our 2022 manifesto,
but they were not passed as they were opposed by
a majority of States Members. With more Reform
Jersey members in the next States Assembly, we

can be even more effective.

REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026



Supporting Islanders
Here and Now

The core duty of a government is to create the conditions so that everyone in
their community can enjoy safe, happy and prosperous lives.

Over the last two decades, real terms earnings in
Jersey have stagnated and inequality has grown.
Whilst the statistics show there has been a slight
improvement in the last two years, Islanders will
not feel any lasting benefit unless we can turn it

into a sustained trend.

i :
T IRIE I RIRL

|
. XL |

oo o *

[ s st

A government must have a clear plan to achieve
this, and the will to see it through without
prevaricating at every turn or deferring action
until reviews and consultations have watered it
down, otherwise we risk returning to managed
decline, and more Islanders will further lose
hope that Jersey offers them a future worth
committing to.



This section of our manifesto outlines our proposals for addressing the cost of living, reducing inequality

and restoring confidence that life in Jersey will get better, under a government that considers these

things a priority.

Housing

Housing is a human right and basic
human necessity. Reform Jersey
believes that the government
should prioritise this principle
above treating housing as an
investment opportunity.

Over the last two years, we have made substantial
progress in addressing Jersey’s housing crisis. A
new Residential Tenancy Law has just come into
force, outlawing revenge evictions, providing
greater security of tenure for tenants and
protecting against excessive rent increases. A
new first time buyer scheme, First Step, was
established, alongside new rules on first time
buyer eligibility which have helped homebuyers
move up the ladder. Social housing eligibility was
also extended to include young people.

Housing still remains unaffordable for many.
Whilst the policies we have implemented in the
last two years will begin to benefit Islanders as
they bed in, there is still more to do.

We will finish the work we have started. We will
ensure that £100m is invested in new family-
sized houses and comfortable smaller homes for
older people to be able to downsize within their
communities. We will trial a new ‘rent-to-buy’
scheme through Andium. We will bring forward
a mechanism to get empty homes back into use,
either through Empty Dwellings Management
Orders or a financial penalty for those who leave
habitable homes empty without good reason. We
will modernise the legislation governing Lodging

Houses, to improve conditions for those living in

these homes. We will bring forward legislation

to enshrine a definition of ‘homelessness’ in
Jersey law and oblige government departments to
support those at risk of facing homelessness.

We will work closely with our social housing
providers to improve our social housing rents
system, reduce rental stress and deliver more
affordable homes.

For young people either seeking to stay in Jersey
or return after their studies, we will introduce a
new deposit saver scheme, where they can make
tax-deductible contributions to an account which
can be released at the point they buy their first

home.

1. Invest £100m in new family-sized
homes and comfortable smaller homes
for older people.

2. Trial a new ‘rent to buy’ scheme
through Andium.

3. Bring forward a mechanism to get
empty homes back into use.

4, Modernise the legislation governing
lodging houses.

5. Enshrine a definition of ‘homelessness’
into Jersey law and support those at
risk.

6. Work with social housing providers to

reduce rental stress and deliver more
affordable homes.

REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026 1



Health & social care

Reform Jersey remains unequivocally
committed to the principle of healthcare
provided free at the point of need. Our
health service should provide high quality
care from cradle to grave, in modern
facilities run by dedicated professionals.

Successive governments have failed Jersey by
unnecessarily prolonging the project to deliver
a new hospital by over a decade, squandering
over £200m in the process. The constant
indecision and U-turns have not just cost Jersey
financially but have distracted from the delivery
of day-to-day health services, leaving Islanders
experiencing increased waiting times, a more
strained and fragmented service. Many Islanders
have felt they have had no choice but to go
private for treatment, while many others have
not been able to afford the choice so have had to
suffer their ailments for too long.

Reform Jersey will not seek to delay the delivery
of the new hospital. We must commit to building
what has been agreed, so we can refocus our
efforts on improving services for both physical
and mental healthcare. By improving the
management structure and accountability within
the health service, fixing broken administration
systems and resolving the longstanding
unsustainable funding model for healthcare, we
will work to reduce waiting times and improve
the patient experience. In particular, we will
continue to drive down the cost of seeing a GP, so
no Islander is put off seeking medical attention
when they need it, and so we can promote a more
preventative approach to healthcare.
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Where outsourcing is not providing good value
for money, we will bring services in house

where they can be delivered more economically,
efficiently and effectively. Where services are best
provided by third parties or charities on behalf of
the government, we will work closely with them
to ensure they are commissioned properly with
adequate funding, and well co-ordinated with
existing public services.

We commit to following the Mental Health
Strategy published earlier this year and
supporting the delivery of the proposed new
mental health hub on La Motte Street, which will
provide a 24/7 service. We will work closely with
services to reduce waiting times for assessments
and ensure timely access to care. This must
include a renewed focus on Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Services (CAMHS), where too
many young people and families are facing delays
and distress in getting the support they need.

We will work with colleagues in Guernsey

to explore whether shared Channel Islands
health services could attract specialist health
professionals to serve both Islands where it
would otherwise be poor value for money to
operate in only one.

We will ensure that disabled Islanders, carers and
those facing the greatest pressures are supported
by services that are accessible, dignified and
designed around practical need. We will embed
accessibility and inclusion more consistency
across public services, recognising that a fairer
Island is one where every person can participate
fully in Island life.



Jersey does not currently have an equivalent of
the Care Act, acting as a charter of dignity in
later life and disability. For those who are cared
for and those who care for others (whether as
professionals or as family members), we must
ensure our services provide the best support
possible. The Reform Jersey Social Security

Children

Ensuring that children in Jersey have the best
start in life is an investment in our future. Every
child in Jersey deserves to grow up in a loving
and safe environment where they are nurtured
to reach their potential and be happy. We have a
special duty to ensure that children in care are
looked after with the same care and dedication
that we would expect for our own children.

We will support the restoration of the children’s
residential care estate, so children in care are
living in comfortable and homely environments.
We will continue to push for a reduction in

the use of agency social workers in Children’s
Services, and instead focus on permanent
contracts, so children and families can benefit
from stable relationships with the social workers
who support them.

We will implement measures to protect children
online, including addressing gaps uncovered
through the gap analysis currently being
undertaken, following the review on Online
Harms, led by a Reform Jersey scrutineer.

We will continue to strengthen support for
families facing exceptional pressures, including
those caring for children with complex or life-

limiting conditions.

Minister commissioned an urgent review of
support provided for carers, which has set out
measures that we commit to implementing if we
are returned to government. We will also plan
to bring forward legislation that enshrines the
rights of carers and those who are cared for in
law.

We will complete the delivery of the new youth
centre in town, followed by a new youth centre

at Le Squez to replace the facility that is fast
approaching the end of its useful life. We will also
commit to implementing the vision for a restored
Fort Regent, so it once again becomes a place
where children and young people can enjoy a
variety of leisure facilities.

In our last manifesto, we committed to extending
free childcare to 2- to 3-year-olds. We are proud
to have achieved this earlier this year with the
introduction of 15 free hours a week. This will
save some families over £6,000 a year, taking a
huge financial burden off their shoulders. When
feasible, we will seek to expand this further.

It remains our long-term ambition that the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child should be directly incorporated into Jersey

law.
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Pensioners

Reform Jersey believes that every Islander

should be able to retire with dignity and comfort,
supported by a government and population that
is grateful for their contribution throughout their

lives.

Our record in defending pensioners is long.

We strongly opposed measures by previous
governments to remove benefits and support from
pensioners, such as the Christmas bonus, free TV
licences and tax allowances. In this term of office,
we successfully increased the pensioners’ Christmas
bonus and expanded the ‘Pension Plus’ scheme,
which offers cheaper access to GPs, opticians,
dentists and chiropody, to 1,300 extra pensioners.

Tax and Social Security

Reform Jersey is committed to a progressive
tax system which Islanders and businesses
contribute to on a fair and equitable basis, in
order to fund the services that we all rely on.
We have long held a position of opposing tax
increases when they have been proposed in
regressive forms.

Instead, we will reform our Income Tax system
by removing the 20 means 20’ calculation and
allowing all taxpayers to claim tax allowances.
This will enable us to reduce the marginal rate
from 26% to 25%, providing a tax cut for middle
earners, whilst asking the highest earners to
contribute the same percentage. The majority
of taxpayers will be better off under these
proposals.
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We acknowledge the strength of feeling among
many of Jersey’s pensioners that the Income Tax
threshold brings many pensioners into the tax
bracket, despite only having a modest income

on top of their States pension. To address this,

we will introduce an enhanced pensioner’s tax
allowance, which will bring more pensioners out
of Income Tax. We will further expand ‘Pension
Plus’, so more can benefit from cheaper health

services.

We will defend the pensioners bus pass and
opposed any proposals to remove or restrict it.

To support those older Islanders whose children
have grown up and now wish to move into a
smaller home, we will introduce a downsizers’
Stamp Duty incentive, to make it financially
worthwhile.

The Social Security Contributions system and
Long Term Care charge includes a regressive
Upper Earnings Limit, which sees the highest
earners paying the lowest rates. We will scrap
the caps, and direct the revenues it will generate
to the Social Security Fund and the Long Term
Care Fund, so better support can be provided to
Islanders.

We maintain our position that GST should

not be charged on food and essentials. As our
public finances improve through progressive

tax reforms and the more efficient delivery of
government, we will seek to remove it to support
Islanders with the cost of living. As well, we will
support temporary measures in respect of fuel
duty, to mitigate the impact on Islanders of rising
prices following recent global fuel price shocks.



We commit to maintaining a competitive and
effective Corporation Tax system, and will work
with colleagues in Guernsey and the Isle of Man
to ensure that any changes are implemented
collectively, so they are not to the detriment of
any of the Islands.

Workers’ Rights

Reform Jersey is a pro workers’ rights party,
with a strong track record in supporting trade
unions and those campaigning for better
conditions at work.

Under a Reform Jersey Social Security Minister,
many of our previous manifesto commitments
to enhance workers’ rights have been achieved.
We spearheaded a responsible transition towards
the Living Wage, with high increases in the
Minimum Wage, balanced with a package to
support businesses that may otherwise have
struggled to accommodate this. We increased
the compensation limits for awards at the
Employment and Discrimination Tribunal from
£10,000 to £30,000. We developed legislation to
protect whistleblowers who speak out at work.

In the next term of office, we will continue on this
path, working in partnership with representatives
of employees, businesses and the legal profession
to ensure every step forward is to the benefit of
Jersey as a whole. In particular; we will extend
the time limits for claims being brought at the
Employment and Discrimination Tribunal, we
will introduce protections for workers during
company takeovers to protect against redundancy
or ‘fire and rehire’ tactics, and we will implement
the whistleblowing legislation we developed in
this term of office.

Ensuring our Social Security Fund remains
sustainable for future generations must be a
priority for the next government. Our proposal to
remove the Upper Earnings Limit on employer’s
Social Security Contributions will make this
easier to achieve.

We will also work with businesses, workers and
pension providers to move towards making
workplace pensions the norm in Jersey. Work
began on this during the last term, but was
paused so government could focus on delivering
major improvements to the Minimum Wage. Now
is the right time to return to this issue, ensuring
that more Islanders can build up savings for
retirement through decent workplace pension

provision.

Migrant workers who come to Jersey must also
be better protected and supported. We commit
to delivering legislation on Modern Day Slavery,
and reforming the work permit system so that
workers who come to Jersey are not able to

be held in servitude because of the terms of
those permits. We will continue to support the
International Cultural Centre as a service for
people to receive support in navigating our

government systems.
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Keeping Islanders Safe

We are fortunate to live in an Island that is safe,
especially compared to so many other places
in the world. It is a major selling point for
Jersey and fundamental to our quality of life.
But we must not take it for granted. We must
ensure that our emergency services are funded
properly with the tools at their disposal to
protect Islanders.

The publication of the report of the Violence
Against Women and Girls Taskforce was a
watershed moment that provided an important
agenda for change, inspired by the brave
testimony from many victims and survivors

who spoke out. We were pleased to support the
initiatives of the outgoing government in passing
new legislation to protect the victims of domestic
violence, and to have helped secure funding

for the police in the latest government Budget.
We will continue to promote the delivery of the
outstanding recommendations from the VAWG
Taskforce.

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Celebrating our unique culture and the work
of Jersey’s incredible artists is central to who
we are as an Island and to how we present
ourselves to the world.

Reform Jersey previously secured the biggest
improvement in years in how the government
funds the development and preservation of our
arts, culture and heritage offering. This includes
securing funding to protect Jerriais language
teaching, as an important part of our identity. We
will ensure that this is protected and will oppose
attempts to reduce funding. We also spearheaded
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Keeping Islanders safe on our roads must
remain a priority. In the last term, a Reform
Jersey member secured a lifetime driving

ban for those who kill or seriously injure
pedestrians and fail to stop. We will build on
this by working closely with the States of Jersey
Police and the Honorary Police to strengthen
road safety enforcement, improve driver
behaviour, and ensure our roads are safer for

everyone.

We will support the development of Hate Crime
legislation to protect Islanders from minority
backgrounds facing danger and persecution
simply for being who they are. Our long-
established support for human rights, dignity
and equality for all will remain sacrosanct.

In particular, we will oppose any attempts to
roll back the hard fought for rights of Jersey’s
LGBTQ+ community.

the annual Corn Riots Festival, which celebrates
our history and culture, whilst giving a public
platform for Jersey’s talented performers. We will
ensure this important event remains a feature of

Jersey’s cultural calendar.

We will update Jersey’s entertainment licensing
legislation, so venues and organisers have an
easier framework to navigate when putting on
performances for Islanders to enjoy.



Sports and Fitness

Ensuring Islanders have access to high-quality
sports facilities, clubs, and opportunities to

be active is vital for our health, wellbeing,

and sense of community. Sport should be
recognised as a key part of a preventative health
strategy, reducing pressure on public services
while improving quality of life. People of all
ages, backgrounds, and abilities must be able to
take part.

We have supported Jersey Sport as it has taken on
a stronger role in shaping policy and expanding

participation. We will build on this by working in
partnership with the sector to deliver investment
in facilities and grassroots sport, giving clubs the
stability they need to grow and ensuring that no

community is left without access to opportunities

to be active.

Sportin Jersey depends on strong connections
beyond our Island. We will work to address the
travel challenges faced by clubs, athletes and
supporters, ensuring that cost and access are not
barriers to participation. At the same time, we
want to promote more on-Island competitions
that attract participants and spectators from
elsewhere. We believe in recognising sporting
achievement and giving our community
something to take pride in, while inspiring the
next generation to get involved.




Building a stronger Island today, for a more prosperous tomorrow.

A responsible government does not only respond to the pressures of today.
It anticipates the challenges of tomorrow and acts early and decisively. The
choices we make now will determine whether Jersey thrives in the decades
ahead or is left reacting too late to forces beyond our control.

For too long, Jersey’s governments have The outgoing government’s ‘Investing in Jersey’
preferred to prevaricate and delay key decisions programme sets out a positive vision for renewing
to restore or modernise our infrastructure, our infrastructure, public realm and education
storing up greater cost and risk through inaction estate. But vision alone is not enough. Without a
or delays. The failure to deliver a new hospital decisive commitment from the next government
over several terms of office has been emblematic to deliver what is set out within it, that vision will
of this approach. falter at the first hurdle.

Turning the Tide

When it comes to our economy, Jersey cannot assume that past success

will automatically sustain us. We must be agile to take advantage of the

opportunities presented.




When it comes to our economy, Jersey cannot
assume that past success will automatically
sustain us. We must be agile to take advantage
of the opportunities presented by technological
changes and a world responding to the threat of

climate change. At the heart of this will be having
an education system that is fit for the future and
provides our whole population with the skills we
need.

This section of our manifesto sets out how we will invest in Jersey’s future, modernise our

infrastructure, and build an economy and education system capable of sustaining prosperity for the

long term.

Economy

A THRIVING, INNOVATIVE AND
RESILIENT ECONOMY THAT
CREATES OPPORTUNITY FOR
EVERYONE.

Technology and Innovation

EMBRACING TECHNOLOGY
AND INNOVATION TO DRIVE
PRODUCTIVITY, OPPORTUNITY
AND INCLUSION.

Inward Investment

TARGETED INVESTMENT THAT
BRINGS LONG-TERM VALUE,
SUPPORTS LOCAL JOBS

Modern Infrastructure

DELIVERING THE
INFRASTRUCTURE JERSEY NEEDS
- HEALTH, TRANSPORT, DIGITAL
AND PUBLIC SPACES.

Supporting Small Businesses

CUTTING RED TAPE AND
BACKING ENTERPRISE TO HELP
SMALL BUSINESSES GROW AND

AND STRENGTHENS OUR PROSPER
COMMUNITIES.

Education and Skills

AN EDUCATION SYSTEM FIT FOR
THE FUTURE, EQUIPPING ALL
ISLANDERS WITH THE SKILLS TO
SUCCEED.
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Economy

A thriving and resilient economy is
fundamental to Jersey’s success. Without it,
nothing else is sustainable. Reform Jersey
understands that supporting businesses and
our industries is essential to delivering secure
employment, long term investment and the
public revenues on which strong public services
depend.

Throughout this term of office, we have
consistently supported Jersey’s traditional
industries. For agriculture and fisheries, we
supported the reforms and enhancements made
to the government loan schemes, to ensure
businesses can remain viable, competitive and
open to new entrants. We will safeguard and
strengthen these schemes, working with industry
to deliver the further support and reform
needed for long-term sustainability. We also
supported the introduction of a new Licensing
Law, providing a more modern framework for
hospitality businesses with fewer unnecessary

barriers.

We co-produced the Better Business Support
Package, which delivered millions of pounds
of support to small businesses to upgrade their
administration systems, invest in technology
and productivity improvements, and support
their employees in the transition to a Living
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Wage. We believe that when changes are asked
of businesses, the government must work in
partnership with them to deliver it as effectively
as possible to safeguard jobs and opportunities.
Equally, when businesses believe there are
opportunities for growth, the government should
be responsive and prepared to work with them.

We are particularly enthusiastic about the
opportunities offered by Jersey’s growing

‘green’ finance sector. As businesses around

the world seek to improve their environmental
credentials and invest in new green technologies
and infrastructure, Jersey’s finance industry is
well placed to provide these services. We also
endorse the ‘Time To Win’ report, which outlines
steps that must be taken to support the finance
industry into the future.

We will investigate the feasibility of establishing a
publicly owned bank, similar to that which exists
in Gibraltar. We believe this has the potential

to provide financing services to Islanders and
businesses which they may struggle to find
elsewhere.

Jersey’s connectivity is critical to our economy,
yet there is no doubt that our ferry service is not
delivering as it should. We will review freight
arrangements, including the flat rate card, and
pursue stronger collaboration with Guernsey

than we have experienced in recent years.



Inward Investment

We want to position Jersey as a destination
for businesses and entrepreneurs who are

committed to contributing to our Island’s success.

While the existing High Value Residency
relocation scheme has brought some people

to Jersey who have made a consideration
contribution to Island life, overall it has had
insufficient focus on ensuring wider benefits for
the Island. We believe there is an opportunity

to sharpen our focus to ensure Jersey secures
greater economic value from inward investment,
rather than serving as a platform for those purely
seeking to mitigate their tax liability elsewhere.

We will ensure that Jersey benefits directly from
these relocations, with investment that supports
local jobs, builds expertise, and contributes to

a more dynamic and resilient economy, as well
as providing a greater tangible contribution to
Jersey’s charities.

Technology and Innovation

As advances in artificial intelligence and digital
technology reshape the economy, Jersey must
be ready to adapt and take advantage of the
opportunities this presents. This will need to be
underpinned by a strategy for the responsible
development and use of artificial intelligence in

our economy and public services.

Supporting small businesses

Small businesses are the backbone of our
economy, yet many find themselves held back

by unnecessary bureaucracy. We will work with
businesses to identify and cut red tape that
serves no useful purpose, freeing up time and
energy for growth and innovation. We will do this
without compromising on safety standards for
workers and customers.

Our approach is collaborative. We believe in
working in partnership with representative
bodies and those on the frontline of the
economy, recognising that government does
not always have all the answers. By listening
and responding, we can create a business
environment that supports enterprise while
maintaining high standards.

We will ensure Islanders are equipped to benefit
from these changes by strengthening pathways
into digital careers, working alongside local
expertise to achieve this. At the same time, we
will support entrepreneurs to start and grow
businesses here, while helping workers retrain
where roles are disrupted. Technology should
work for everyone, creating opportunity, driving
growth, and building a more resilient and

inclusive economy.
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Education

Ensuring that Jersey has a well-educated
population, with access to opportunities for
training and lifelong learning, is fundamental to
building a workforce that can meet the Island’s
future needs. In a changing economy, skills
must be continually developed and renewed.
Education must be seen as a foundation that
supports people throughout their lives.

Reform Jersey wishes to see an education system
which enables every Islander to reach their

full potential and provides opportunities for
everyone to gain the skills they need to thrive

in the modern economy. This means removing
barriers to opportunity, investing in high-quality
provision at every stage of life, and ensuring that
no one is left behind as our economy evolves.

Early Years and Primary School

We will continue to invest in early years and
school education so that every child gets the best
possible start. As our population changes, we
will maintain and adapt funding to meet growing
demand, ensuring class sizes, support services
and facilities keep pace with need.

22 REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026

During the first half of the last term, children and
their families faced unprecedented disruption
due to industrial action taken by teachers in
response to poorly handled negotiations by the
then government. When the new government
was formed and a Reform Jersey member was
appointed as Education Minister, he was able to
end these strikes on the first day of taking office
by entering meaningful dialogue with those
who work in our schools and addressing the
longstanding legitimate concerns they had. This
partnership approach must continue under the

new government.

Support for children with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) must be a priority.
Following the independent review commissioned
in the last term, improvements have begun. We
will build on the progress made, ensuring early
intervention and properly resourced services so
that every child can succeed.



Real Choice After 16

Young people have told us that they would like
greater choice and clarity on what opportunities
they can have when they reach 16 years old.

We will extend access to post-16 education to
ensure genuine choice between academic and
vocational routes. We will expand high-quality
apprenticeships and training opportunities, and
bring forward legislation to strengthen access so
that every young person who is ready to take up
this path can access a suitable place. We will also
expand lifelong learning opportunities for those
who seek to retrain later into their careers.

Facilities

We are committed to delivering a new town
campus for Highlands College, creating a modern
hub for further education that is accessible,
visible, and connected to Island life and industry.

We will deliver a new primary school in town, at
the gas works site, which will provide modern
and fit-for-purpose facilities for the children

in town who have been neglected for far too
long. The building will be accessible to the local

We will work with employers to create clear
pathways into skilled work, ensuring education is
properly connected to the real economy.

We will defend Jersey’s grant system for
university students and will oppose any move to
take us towards a loan system, akin to that which
exists in the UK and leaves students in tens of
thousands of pounds of debt which many will
never pay off.

community outside of school hours and act as

a hub for the area, enhancing the quality of life
for those around it. It will also house a new La
Passerelle School to replace the current site
which is totally inadequate for the needs of its
students. This will also give us the opportunity
to turn the old Springfield School site and Le Bas

Centre into new parks.
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Infrastructure

Failing to maintain our infrastructure today
comes at a greater cost in future years.
Reform Jersey believes in taking a long-term,
responsible approach to infrastructure, so the
Island is prepared for the challenges ahead.

In particular, the next government must
ensure that plans are put into action to

Environment and Climate Change

Protecting Jersey’s natural environment is central
to our quality of life and to the legacy we leave for
future generations. Our countryside, coastline,
and marine environment are among our greatest

assets, and they must be safeguarded.

The next States Assembly will be responsible for
developing a new Island Plan to guide planning
and development. We will support measures that
protect our natural environment, enhance the
quality and character of our built environment,
and ensure our coast and marine areas are
properly preserved and managed.

We will support practical measures to protect
biodiversity, improve tree cover, restore habitats,
and ensure development works with, rather than

against, the natural environment.

While Jersey alone cannot solve climate change,
we will feel its effects. Rising sea levels, extreme
weather, and environmental pressures require

a serious and proactive response. We will
support practical measures to reduce emissions,
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resolve the problems in our ailing drainage
infrastructure and that our coastal sea defences
are strengthened and maintained to protect
communities from the growing risks of rising sea

levels and extreme weather events.

strengthen resilience, and ensure that our
infrastructure is prepared for the challenges
ahead.

We pioneered the ‘Green Apprenticeships’
programme, in partnership with Highlands
College and Jersey Electricity, to create training
opportunities for young people in the jobs that
we will need as we move to reduce our carbon

emissions.

We also recognise the importance of addressing
environmental contamination risks such as
PFAS. We support the establishment of the
Independent PFAS Scientific Advisory Panel for
Jersey and are committed to taking expert advice
on both historic exposure and future regulation
and monitoring. We agree with the Panel’s view
that Jersey needs a clear, locally owned and
enforceable approach to PFAS in drinking water.



Transport

A well-managed transport network should

make everyday life easier, cheaper, and cleaner.
It should reduce congestion, cut pollution,

and give Islanders real choice in how they get
around. Reform Jersey believes a more joined-up
approach should be pursued.

Transport is also one of Jersey’s largest sources of
carbon emissions. If we are serious about playing
our part in the response to climate change, we
must make it easier for people to choose lower-
carbon ways of getting around. That means
improving public transport, supporting active
travel, and ensuring cleaner technologies are
accessible, so that reducing emissions goes hand
in hand with improving daily life.

We have already taken steps to make public
transport more accessible, securing the
introduction of the young person’s bus pass,
giving unlimited travel for a year at an affordable
cost. We want to build on this principle, widening
access where it is practical and sustainable, so
that cost is less of a barrier to getting around the
Island.

Our priority will be to develop a new,
comprehensive Transport Strategy that brings
together the bus service, cycling infrastructure,
and other forms of travel into a single, coherent
plan. This will focus on improving reliability,
expanding choice, and making it easier for
Islanders to move around without always relying
on a car. Alongside this, we will support the
infrastructure needed for electric vehicles,
ensuring Jersey is prepared for the transition

to cleaner transport while continuing to reduce

overall emissions.

REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026
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Jersey’s Place in the World

Reform Jersey believes that Jersey must be outward looking, inclusive and
engaging with our international partners on the issues where we can have a
positive impact and which will enhance our prosperity.

We currently enjoy the best of both worlds, by
having a close constitutional relationship with
the United Kingdom whilst having full domestic
autonomy so we can entirely choose for ourselves
how we are governed. We will defend Jersey’s
autonomy, including when our interests do not
align with those of the United Kingdom. We will
continue to build our relationships with leaders
from the other jurisdictions we work closely with
and seek to develop closer ties with our French
neighbours in Brittany and Normandy.

We will continue to support Jersey’s Overseas Aid
Commission in facilitating development in areas
dealing with the consequences of war, natural
disasters and economic deprivation. We must

be proud of the contribution that Jersey makes

- and understand the positive impact it has on our

As an Island that has faced hardship, occupation
and isolation within living memory, we have

a special obligation to ensure that we stand in
solidarity with those around the world facing
their own injustices. The genocide which has
been committed in Palestine over the last two
years has served as a clear moral litmus test,
where many countries have failed to uphold their
legal obligations to prevent these crimes from
taking place. We will never allow any activity

to take place in Jersey which is complicit with
crimes against humanity, or which contravene
international humanitarian law.
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Delivering a-
Government

that Always Works ™

Competence, accountability and delivery at every level of
government.

For Jersey to prosper and thrive, the foundations of our system of
government must be effective, accountable, and capable of delivering real
change. Without a system that can turn decisions into action, and give
Islanders a meaningful say in how they are governed, even the best ideas
will fail to improve people’s lives.

In recent years, the cost of government Over the last two years, progress has been
administration has grown faster than our made, with spending on consultants and agency
ability to sustain it. Too much has been spent workers reduced. But more must be done to

on administration, consultants, and temporary restore discipline to how government operates.
staffing, while too little has reached the Islanders deserve a system that is efficient,
frontline services that Islanders rely on. Where transparent, and focused on delivery.

governments have lacked clarity and direction,
they have too often turned to expensive external
advice, with limited benefit to the public.

This section of our manifesto sets out how we will reform the machinery of government, improve
accountability and democracy, and ensure that public money is used effectively to deliver better
services and real results for the Island.
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Public Finances

Since Covid, Jersey’s government expenditure
has grown at a faster rate than our economy
has. This is unsustainable and it is questionable
whether we have seen a commensurate
improvement in the services we receive for that
cost.

Much of the growth has been in the cost of
administration, rather than frontline services.
Unnecessary processes have been created

that constitute little more than box-ticking
exercises, which divert time and energy

away from delivering services. Reform Jersey
believes that much of this is down to our system
of government where most members are
independents who are not aligned to a shared
vision or mandate, and therefore can easily fall
into a silo when they are elected, which makes
it impossible for the joined up and disciplined
approach to get best value for money.

Reform Jersey is the only grouping within our
politics that is capable of leading on this, because
our members share a common manifesto and
work together in ways that independents never
can. We are therefore uniquely placed to lead on
delivering value for money in the public sector.

We will further reduce spending on consultants,
strengthen financial discipline, improve
procurement, and publish clearer performance
information so Islanders can see whether
public money is delivering real results. We will
consolidate services and departments where
they are being delivered inefficiently, and fix the
government’s IT infrastructure so departments
can work together properly.

Our approach is not austerity. We will not cut for
the sake of cutting. Our aim is to reduce waste,
remove duplication, and ensure public money
is focused on the services and infrastructure
Islanders actually rely on.

REFORM JERSEY MANIFESTO 2026
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Accountability

Islanders must be able to have confidence that
when things go wrong in government, there is

a clear, fair, and independent way to put them
right. Too often, people who raise complaints
about public services feel ignored, passed from
department to department, or left without proper

resolution.

We recognise the important role played by

the States of Jersey Complaints Board, which

has provided an accessible route for Islanders

to challenge decisions. However, the current
system does not always provide the authority that
Islanders expect from modern public services.

Democratic Reform

Reform Jersey remains committed to delivering
a democratic framework that truly empowers
Islanders to determine how our government

works for them.

We are committed to a simplified, more modern
and equitable electoral system. We support a
States Assembly made up of one category of
member, where every Islander has an equal vote.
Ultimately, voters should be able to cast their
ballots online, safely and securely, and voting in
person should be made easier and more user-
friendly. The role of unelected participants in the
States Assembly should be minimised. A simpler
and more democratic system will enable us to
enhance and strengthen public understanding,
participation, and awareness of Jersey’s
democratic processes through broad, cross-

sector collaboration, education and support.
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Reform Jersey remains committed to
strengthening independent oversight of
government and moving Jersey towards a Public
Services Ombudsman model. This must be done
in a way that is proportionate and cost-effective,
by building on the structures we already have,
rather than creating unnecessary bureaucracy.

Our approach will be to enhance and evolve

the existing system, giving it greater visibility,
stronger powers, and clearer routes for Islanders
to seek redress. Over time, this will allow us

to develop a more formal ombudsman-style
function that delivers fairness, accountability,
and confidence in how government responds

when things go wrong.

We wish to see more participation in Jersey’s
honorary system and the Parishes. We will
empower Parishes to be able to hold public votes
over the course of a day (like a mini-referendum)
on matters within their remit, and align elections
for Parish roles to provide a greater focus on local
democracy.

St Helier, as the capital of the Island and main
economic centre, should have its municipal
administration structure reformed to be

more responsive to the needs of residents

and businesses. An elected council should be
established to take on more powers on licensing,
entertainment and some services which it could

deliver more efficiently than central government.



About

Reform Jersey is a social democratic political
party, registered in the Royal Court under the

Political Parties (Registration) (Jersey) Law 2008.

We are also registered with the Information
Commission and the Jersey Financial Services

Commission.

Office holders:

+ Leader - Sam Mézec

+ Chairperson - Helen Evans

« Secretary - David Rotheram
« Treasurer - Mericia Andrade

« Equalities Officer - Olivia Forrest

Manifesto

This document constitutes the Reform Jersey
2026 general election manifesto. If enough
Reform Jersey candidates are elected to lead

the next Government of Jersey, the Common
Strategic Policy proposed in the States Assembly
later this year will be based on the contents of
this document.

Further election commitments may be found

in the responses we will endeavour to provide

to interest groups upon request. The policies
contained in this manifesto have been developed
by Reform Jersey’s members in consultation with
wider society and approved by Reform Jersey’s
election candidates.
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